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Inexpensive Ideas for Summer Fun 

With only a few weeks of school remaining, kids soon will be clamoring for things to do to fill 
their lazy days.  Apart from enjoying being able to go to bed and sleep later, there are many 
hours in the day that can be spent doing things that are fun, inexpensive, and productive.  Here 
are some ideas for elementary and middle school aged children: 

Build a backyard obstacle course with hula hoops, jump ropes, sticks, stones, hoses, and other 
household materials. 

Camp in the yard with a tent and spend the night under the stars.  Then organize a picnic 
breakfast. 

Plan a bike parade so kids can cruise around the neighborhood on bikes decorated with 
streamers, flags, stickers and more. 

Make a bird feeder with sticks coated in peanut butter and then rolled in birdseed.  It’s a great 
way to teach kids about nature and animals. 

Learn cooking skills by starting with simple things and moving on to recipes with several steps.  
Most kids love to help in the kitchen and then enjoy eating the results of their labors. 

Visit a petting zoo to enjoy the company of baby animals and learn about them. 

Have a weekly outdoor games night with some friendly family competition. 

Volunteer in the community to teach compassion, responsibility and make a difference. 

Tour local landmarks and learn something new about places you visit. 

Make ice cream at home – who doesn’t love this treat on a hot summer day?! 
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